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James E. Smucker, Pastor 

FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Friends, 
 

 God‘s love in and through Christ is at the heart of Heritage Presbyterian Church.  

It is the Spirit of Christ at work in and through us that brings us together as a Christian family 

and organization. 

 Out of this partnership with God comes our vision to be a dynamic, growing, organization 

providing diverse and exciting worship fellowship, education and mission opportunities. Our  

mission is to provide programs and opportunities that allow our members, youth, and  

community to grow in faith as we seek to share that faith through mission and fellowship. 

 We rejoice in the growing music ministry under the direction of Richard A. Fortney and 

organist Sandy Tucker. If you enjoy singing or playing an instrument, visit with one of our staff 

members or choir members to explore becoming part of the music ministry. 

During the year I preached three sermon series: summer-―Traveling with Jesus;‖autumn: 

―Portals to the Kingdom: The Parables of Jesus;‖ and Lent: ―On the Path to Easter.‖ 

Last year on Maundy Thursday we celebrated the Lord‘s Supper around a cross made of 

tables in Heritage Hall. On Good Friday we presented to the community a musical concert titled 

Song of the Shadows by Joseph Martin. On World Communion Sunday, Dr. Lynn Bondurant 

(Presbyterian Elder & retiree from NASA) shared his faith during worship through a dynamic  

Power Point presentation. In another service we also used the U-tube video from Annie singing for 

a children‘s sermon.   

 This year on Ash Wednesday we conducted our first service of Ashes, using the ash  

from last year‘s Palm Sunday palms.  On Maundy Thursday, April 9, we look forward to the 

production of The Room Upstairs being presented by the Heritage Players, at 7:00 p.m., in   

Heritage Hall. The deeply moving Song of the Shadows will be presented on April 10, at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary. Easter morning, April 12, on Lakeview Beach we will help lead the Community 

Sunrise Service around a campfire at 7:00 a.m. We will worship at Heritage Presbyterian Church  

at 10:30 a.m. 

During the year our hearts and prayers went out to families who lost loved ones through 

death as we bore witness to the Resurrection, the depths of God‘s love revealed in Jesus, and the  

gift that God gave to us through them.   

We, also, celebrated the love of couples who came into the covenant of marriage through 

the wedding service.  A highlight for me was officiating at the marriage of our youngest son,      Na-

than and his betrothed, Laura Dempsey.  The services of communion and baptism throughout the 

year have helped to renew us and draw us together in Christ. 

To the service coordinating team and the many other worship teams that help to innovate, 

co-ordinate and plan the many aspects of our worship together, ―Thank You!‖ 

 

Your Servant In Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Smucker 

 
From the pastor‘s annual report. 



           MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Snowmobile Drops through the Ice, Swimming in December  
 

Lindsey was looking forward to a great weekend in Cadillac, Michigan. The snow 

was good, and the family was going to a snowmobiling birthday party for Mike,  

Jennifer‘s fiancé.  

 

Around 8:30 p.m., Saturday evening, just as they were getting ready to call it a night, 

and as Lindsey was following two other snowmobiles, she fell through the ice and 

into the icy waters of Lake Cadillac. The incident occurred close to where the open 

water from the canal extends into the lake. The group had not  been aware they 

were not far from the thin ice near the canal.  

 

After falling in, she paddled in the water to the edge and was in the water two or 

three minutes before Mike pulled her out. Her mother, a nurse, had her recover in 

a tub of warm water. 

 

Lindsey said she was scared, and back home, we were scared, too. She went out the 

next day to watch her sled‘s being pulled out of 12 feet of water. Mike and Jennifer 

had to send a diver down to get her sled and a tow truck to pull it out. She became 

―famous‖ for a day; she was on the front page of the Cadillac newspaper!  

 

The accident could have turned out so differently. Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Gay McDonald, Lindsey‘s grandma. 

What story can you share?  Everyone has experiences and 

wisdom. Newsletter Staff needs your Heritage  

community-building contribution. Notify the church office 

or Barbara Brown.  



Letter to the Editor: 

 

"FAMILY PROMISE gave me, a single Mom of four, hope and self-esteem. I 

asked God in my time of need for guidance and he gave me Family Promise." 
 

As we celebrate our first anniversary of Family Promise of Lorain County and the 

Interfaith Hospitality Network, the Board of Directors, Executive Director Nicolle 

Bellmore Pierse, and staff extend heartfelt thanks to all who have supported us in 

our first year of operation. 
 

Family Promise was founded as the National Interfaith Hospitality Network in 

1988 and now has 148 chapters in 39 states. It is a national nonprofit organization 

dedicated to helping homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable  

independence. 
 

The Lorain County chapter was incorporated in 2006. Through a coalition of  

20 host and support churches, homeless families are given a temporary home 

overnight in churches and during the day at a Day Center in Elyria. At the Center, 

a professional staff of social workers assist the adults to access benefits, look for 

work, and find housing so that they can stay together as a family and sustain their 

independence.  
 

With the support of churches, donors, and foundations we have hosted 66 guests 

since March 2008, provided over 2600 nights of shelter, and over 7200 meals! 

Eighty-eight (88%) per cent of our families have exited to more permanent housing. 

Between four and five hundred volunteers have been trained to serve these families 

and many success stories have arisen both from the families and the volunteers. 

Our thanks and appreciation go out to all who support this program to help  

homeless families. 
 

For further information about this program and how you can volunteer or donate, 

call 440-284-0494. 

FAMILY PROMISE 



 

 GROUPS & CLUBS  

PW Women‘s Study Fellowship will meet in the  

Conference Room on Tuesday, April 14, at 9:30 a.m. 

We will study Lesson 8.  

Charlotte Dotzlaf will be the study leader,  

Nancy Beauchamp will lead devotions, and  

Donna Lydick & Joan Leckrone will be the hostesses.  

All are invited. 

Men‘s Club will meet in the  

Conference Room, Saturday,  

April 4, at  9:30 a.m. 

Food  Packing 

Wednesday, April 8, at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Food Distribution 

Thursday, April 9, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Emergency Distribution 

Thursday, April 23, at 10:00 a.m. 

Book Group will meet on  

Tuesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m.,  

at the home of  Karen Timko,  

931 Parkview Drive, Lorain. 

The book Little Bee by Chris Cleave 

will be reviewed by Eileen Lindsay. 

Look for the book title in the 

Sunday bulletin. 

RSVP at 245-6840.  

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM 
Is it your intention to spend more time together as a family in 2009?   

Heritage Presbyterian Church hosts a 7-week program on Monday 

evenings from 5:30 p.m. to 8: 00 p.m. for youth ages 10-14  and their 

families.  We start with pizza, so parents don‘t even have to cook!  

The program itself is geared to topics of importance to youth of this 

age and their families. There are many family interactive activities. 

We also can provide child care if requested.  If you want more 

information and to register, please call Sue at 366-1106, ext. 21.  



GROUPS & CLUBS 

HYPE 

Will help serve dinner on 

Maundy Thursday 

April 9, 2009 

Sponsored by the Girl Scouts 

April 5, following worship 

 The Cub Pack in going well with 18 boys and four volunteer adult  

leaders. We had four boys graduate in February and join Troop 494, which 

is also chartered by Heritage.   
 

 Upcoming events on Thursday of this week include a meeting with a 

gentleman who will talk about Native Americans with focus on our area.   

April Pack meeting will be a bike rodeo in the church parking lot.  
 

 Originally chartered at Heritage just over two years ago, Troop 494 

has 18 Scouts, plus the four new Scouts which came over from the Pack.  

It is lead by six active adult leaders with a support group of eight in the 

Troop Committee. They camp every month and many are involved in other activities, such as 

sports and band.   
 

 We have five Scouts who are currently planning or working on Eagle projects, including 

one who will be coordinating the setting up of the playground at our facility.    

 

Mike 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 2nd Author Series 
  
 On Wednesday, April 29, at 7 p.m., Kelly Boyer Sagert will share how she 

created her first play, Freedom's Light: A Stop Along the Underground Railroad. 

The play was commissioned by the Lorain County Metro Parks and is directed and 

produced by TrueNorth Cultural Arts. The play will run the first three weekends 

in May at French Creek in Sheffield Village. 



COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICE 
Wednesday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m. at 

Amherst Congregational Church 

379 S. Main St. 
 

 

Holy Week at 

 Heritage Presbyterian Church 

515 N. Leavitt Road, Amherst 

 

The Room Upstairs 

A Maundy Thursday Service 

Thursday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Song of the Shadows 

A service for Tenebrae 

Friday, April 10, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Service 

Sunday, April 12, at 10:30 a.m.  

 
 

 

COMMUNITY SUNRISE SERVICE 
Sunday, April 12, at 7:00 a.m.  

at Lakeview Beach, West of Rose Cafe 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



HERITAGE – ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‗THE LIBRARY OF FAITH‘ 
[A Short Trip through the New Testament] 

 

―To know the Bible is to love it, and to love it is to know it!‖ 
 

 So wrote someone who was serious about her/his faith.  That means this person took 

time to learn about and read God‘s Word, the Christians‘ most authoritative source for knowing 

about our God and the three Persons -Father, Son, and Holy Spirit- in whom God has made/

makes an appearance among us.  

  

 Over the past five weeks (through Sunday, March 29) we have studied four key writings 

penned by the Apostle Paul, ―the first Christian,‖ who was instrumental in clarifying what God 

had done in Christ in reconciling the world to Himself.  Then, we‘ve turned to the Gospel, that 

fourfold account of Jesus of Nazareth – his words, deeds and the impact of his personality on 

those who interacted with him in Galilee and Judea.  All these writings were composed during a 

Period of Rapid Expansion of the Early Faith, and we used videos made by Dr. Peel of our 

church to study them. 
 

 

 Now, in the remaining seven Sunday sessions from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the 

Family Activities Center, we‘ll examine the remainder of the Gospels – Matthew, Luke, and 

John.  After a brief look at the Early Church‘s ―history book,‖ the Book of Acts, we‘ll focus on 

writings penned during the Period of Consolidation of the Early Church.  It was a time of organ-

izational formation, of testing by enemies of the Faith, of instruction in the ―how to‖ of Christian 

living.  Included will be visits with the ―Catholic Epistles,‖ those addressed to the larger Christian 

community.  Included will be the Epistles to Hebrews, James (attributed to Jesus‘ own brother),  

I John, and I Peter. 
 

 

 Our course will end with what the on-camera interviewee, Rev. Herb Miller of the 

1100-member 1st Presbyterian Church of Neenah, WI, calls ―the Hallelujah Chorus of the 

New Testament‖ – the Book of Revelation.  Thousands have wondered, ―Does this book have a 

code which can unlock God‘s timetable for the future?‖ 
 

 

 We welcome anyone interested in knowing more about their New Testament and their 

faith.  Drop in any Sunday.  Isn‘t it time? 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Lochaber Pipe Band—42nd Annual Highland Ball & Dinner 
German‘s Villa, 3230 Liberty Ave., Vermilion 

 

Saturday, April 18. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Dancing until Midnight, Live Music featuring ―The Classmen II‖ 
 

Tickets—Contact Joe Lindsay at 244-5909 by Sunday, April 5 (last day to order). 

Adults-$25.00       Children under 13- $15.00 
 

H eritage Hall Players will present The Room Upstairs , a dinner theater, Maundy 

Thursday, April 9. This is the story of the Passover supper that the disciples and Jesus had 

on the night He was betrayed. During the play the audience will participate in some of the  

rituals. Symbolic foods of the time and dinner will be provided. 
 

 The cast of 16 people include Jesus, the twelve disciples, Naomi, Rachel and John, 

the lay person of the congregation. Anita Maiden is directing with Lynn Rhoades as stage 

manager. Doreen Dull and Barbara Shauck will help with props and lighting.  
 

 Becky Bickel, Dolores Hirst, and Beth Powers will help with meal and servant 

preparation. Jerry McDonald and John Powers will set the stage. John Powers will also 

handle publicity. The youth of the congregation will help as servants.  
 

Thank you for everyone‘s hard work. 
 

God Bless,  
 

Anita Maiden 

 

Maundy Thursday Dinner Theater 

Sunday, April 12 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please Remember To Lock The Doors Behind You! 
 

We periodically find doors that have been left unlocked around the  

church when nobody is around. This would allow vandals to get in easily.  

If you have a key to the church, please use it to lock doors as well as unlock 

them. Also, please ensure that the door that you just departed from is latched and is, in fact, 

locked. Thank you! 

 The Third Annual Heritage Craft Fair was a great success. Many  

of our church family helped by working at the craft show, donating crafts, 

baking for the craft show and donating bags of beans for the bean soup mix. 

A special thanks to all who chaired the different committees. 
 

 The rental of tables to crafters raised $630.  Our income from selling 

food from the kitchen, selling Heritage 8-bean soup mix, a cookie bake sale, 

plus the entrance fees, raised $1,392.50. Expenses were $630, giving us a 

profit of $1,879.30.  The profits are to go for purchasing more chairs for  Heritage Hall. 
 

Nancy Curci 

Re-Creation-Sunday, April 19, at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

 

LCCC Band-Saturday, April 25, at 7:30 p.m.  
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

3– Phyllis Butrey, Wendy Deidrick 

4—Lon Schroeder 

6—Bruce Burge, Judy Boroski 

7—Joy Johnson 

8—William Leckrone, Michael Kishman  

10—Trina Powers 

11—Missy Polonkay 

15—Rich Kalb 

16—Mike Folley 

17—David Polkinghorn, Christine Buckley 

19—Joan Emerick, Peggy Henry, Alex Visnyai 

20-Joann Nagy 

22—Kristie Harrold 

25—Charles Rupert, Ryan Potts 

27—Becky Bickel, Phoebe Thompson 

29—Kristine Knobbe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3—David & Kirsten Brehm 

6—Gaylord & Sandy Tucker 

7—Clay & Karen Nestor 

11—Alan & Laurie Knobbe 

13—Gordon & Barbara Brown 

 Bob & Barbara Shauck 

24—Nick & Nanci Curci 

28—John & Janet Mamrak 

29—Rob & Tree Trace 

 Craig & Joanne Wright 

 

 

Special Dates 
5-Passion/Palm Sunday, Easter Egg Hunt 

5-11–Holy Week 

9—Maundy Thursday 

10-Good Friday, Office closed 

11-Holy Saturday 

12-Easter 

12-One Great Hour of Sharing  

22-Adminstrative Professionals Day 

www.heritagepc.org – See what events are on the church calendar. 

www.heritageblog.org – Participate in church forums. 

events@heritagepc.org – Add your event to the church calendar. 

 

Lay Readers Team performs an inspiring service 

each Sunday. Thank you! If you would like to 

 participate, notify the church office or  

Barbara Brown (988-2580). 

http://www.heritagepc.org/
http://www.heritageblog.org/
mailto:events@heritagepc.org


Kids’ Page 

2—Ashley Crawford 

4-Ryan Williams 

8-Keanna Collins 

9-Logan Ramsey 

10-Larissa Pearson 

16-Rachel Buckley 

17-Alli Deidrick 

24—Erin Isenberg 

30—Caroline Eaton 

Sponsored by Girl Scouts, 
April 5! 



 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 

Box 834, Amherst, OH  44001 

Phone:  440-988-9409, Fax:  440-988-9400 

WWW.HERITAGEPC.ORG 
 

SESSION 

Mike Bailey, elder 

Becky Bickel, elder 

Anita Maiden, elder 

Diane Medve, elder 

Bill Molina, elder 

John Powers, elder 

 James Smucker, moderator 

Marian Wood, clerk 
 
 

James Gates, treasurer 

Michael Ireland, asst. treasurer 

John Powers, trustee chair 

Garnett Shockey, financial secretary 

 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 834, Amherst, OH  44001 

Worship, 10:30 a.m. 

SCRIPTURES & SERMONS 
 

April 5- Mark 11:1-10 

 On the Path: ―Eight Days and 

Counting‖ 

 

April 12-Mark 16:1-8 

 On the Path: ―The Victory is 

God‘s!‖ 

 

April 19-John 20:19-31 

 ―Where is Peace?‖ 

 

April 26-Luke 24:36b-48 

 ―We‘ve Got a Message‖ 


