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FROM THE  
PASTOR 

 

"CHANGE " 
(By: Rev. Peel, Interim Pastor) 

 

Isaiah 43:19 - "Behold, I (the Lord) am doing a new thing.  Now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." 
 

 Someone has said that "change is the constant!"  It is our experience in life that  
nothing remains quite the same over the passage of time, whether it be with our physical  
condition, our work, the country in which we live, the faith we hold.  Once the Buddha, 
founder of worldwide Buddhism, sought to illustrate this reality by asking whether it was 
possible to dip your hand into the water of a flowing stream in exactly the same spot twice! 
 Our reactions to change vary.  For many, change is very threatening.  We must  
confront the new and unexpected.  Familiar ways of thinking and doing things will probably 
be altered.  Our "comfort zone" may be radically altered. Some have gone so far as to suggest 
that life is full of suffering because we try so hard to "keep things as they are" or "always have 
been."  We resist change.  Times like this are quite threatening, indeed. 
 For others, change is welcome.  It keeps life full of challenge and interesting. It  
provides opportunity to examine closely what we've otherwise come to take for granted. It 
summons our resourcefulness, our creativity, our investment of new energy as we learn to 
cope with what's new and different.  It is of the essence of all living organisms and  
institutions which are born, grow to maturity, slip into later years of decline, and may cease 
to exist. 
 The anonymous prophet who wrote in the name of Isaiah of Jerusalem the last   
chapters of the Book of Isaiah (chs. 40-66) penned his thoughts and recorded God's oracles 
near the end of a 50-year Exile of Israel's faithful in Babylon (ca. 536-537 B.C.).  Before their 
exile, the dreaded Babylonians, led by King Nebuchadnezzar, had laid siege to Jerusalem.   
After the city fell, that King had deported the cream of the Judean population to the banks of 
the Euphrates River at the head of the Persian Gulf - some 500 miles east of Jerusalem.  Exile 
of the key members of a country was a way of nipping potential rebellion by a captive people 
"in the bud." 
 For nearly 50 years the people of Judah, the Southern Kingdom of Israel, had 
wondered, will things never change?  Has God forgotten us?  Will the faith of Israel just  
disappear into the sands of history?  Psalm 137 reflects the mood: "By the waters of Babylon, 
there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion (Jerusalem).  On the willows there we hung 
up our lyres.  For there our captors required of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth.." 
 But with hope against hope, the prophet proclaims in God's Holy Name that God  
intends a new thing.   The barren dryness of the desert will suddenly be laced with cool,  
refreshing streams.  The endless wilderness of desert and shrub will suddenly be penetrated 
by a road providing direction and a way of return.  God is not dead, nor did He sleep! 
 The prophet is speaking to us just now at Heritage Presbyterian.  God is doing a "new 
thing" in our midst.  Change will be order of the day.  Some will be threatened by what seems 
different; others will welcome the prospect of growth and new mission.  Strive to catch that 
new vision.  Be willing to lend energy and talent to make it happen!  Respond to God's call. 
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SCRIPTURES 

DATE:                        TITLE:     TEACHER:  
 

  GREAT THEMES OF THE BIBLE  
Sept. 18  Session 1- òGod with Usó                                         Mack Peel 
Sept. 25 Session 2- òConcern for the Weak &Vulnerableó Mack Peel 
Oct. 2  Session 3- òThe Heart of the Universe   Mack Peel 
Oct. 9  Session 4- òIs Your God Too Small?ó   Mack Peel 
 

Oct. 16 òFaithful Budgetingó     Mike Ireland 
 

  WHY MEN DONõT GO TO CHURCH 
Oct. 23 Session 1-Part One      Bob McDonald 
Oct. 30 Session 2-Part Two     Bob McDonald 
Nov. 6 Session 3-Part Three     Bob McDonald 
 

Nov. 13 INTERFAITH MARRIAGE     Barbara Brown  
 

Nov. 20 THE CHRISTIAN FUNERAL    Tom Boyer 
 

Nov. 27 SEASONS OF THE CHURCH YEAR   Nancy Curci 
 

Dec. 4 RECLAIMING CHRISTMAS    Diane Haberbusch 
 

  WHEN JESUS WAS BORN      
Dec. 11 Session 1-òMatthewõs Accountó    Mack Peel 
Dec. 18 Session 2-òLukeõs Accountó    Mack Peel 
 

         ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!   

ADULT  
EDUCATION  

In the Conference Room, at 9:30 a.m. 

 

7-CommunionðRev. Malcolm Peel Scripture: I Corinthians 11:27-32 
 Pew Bible page 163-Sermon: òSelf-Examinationó 
              

14-Rev. Jessica MacMillan-Scripture: Genesis 45:1-15 
 Pew Bible Page 40-Sermon: òGodõs Strange Provisionó 
 

21-Rev. Jessica MacMillan-Scripture: Exodus 1:8-2:10 
 Pew Bible page 47-Sermon: òThe Ways of Womenó 
 

28-Rev. Jessica MacMillan-Scripture: Exodus 3:1-15 
 Pew Bible page 48-Sermon: òHoly Groundó 
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Rev. Jessica MacMillan - Interim Pastor 
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