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MOMENT
FOR MISSION

[\

This is a new feature that we will try to include each month to keep the
congregation informed of what is going on with our mission program. This
month, on Thursday, November 10, we held our monthly Food Pantry and
Hot Meal program. We had 148 people attend our pantry. This was 148
households, consisting of 530 people and including 250 children.

We gave out approximately 32 items to each household for a total of
about 4,700 individual items of food, including bags of food, bread, meat, a bag
of potatoes and some paper products.

Over 250 items of paper products and toiletries including paper towels,
toilet paper, soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, diapers, etc., had been
donated by the Avon Lake Presbyterian Church for our pantry. These items are
not normally provided because they can’t be obtained through the Second
Harvest Food Bank, and they also cannot be purchased with food stamps.

The clients are quite appreciative of these items.

In addition to the Food Pantry, the kitchen staff also served 116 hot meals.
This month the hot meal consisted of a complete Thanksgiving meal, including
turkey, dressing, mashed and sweet potatoes, gravy, mixed vegetables and rolls.
It was delicious!

It is important to note that in October, we had 20 new clients attend our
pantry. This month we had about 28 new clients. The economy appears to be
hurting more and more people each month!
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LAY READERS

Lay Readers are now requested to serve in alphabetical order. If you have been
omitted, or if you wish to serve and are not on the list, please inform

Barbara Brown (988-2580). Thank Youl!



FROM THE PASTOR!

Our family attended a living Nativity several years ago. A guide took us in small
group to visit a prophetess named Anna, then King Herod and the wise men, then
shepherds and sheep in the field, then the innkeeper and finally the manger. My four
boys listened in silence as each character told his or her part of the Christmas story.
One of my children really like feeding the sheep and petting the donkey; another was
enthralled by the character who played King Herod and thought he wasn’t to be
trusted. A third got to knock on the inn door and a fourth simply stared at the baby in
the manger. The event was called Journey to Bethlehem, and it was a real highlight of our
Christmas season that year.

Sometimes we forget that each one of characters in the First Christmas came
from a different place. When we put together the nativity stories in Matthew and in
Luke, we see the wide range of personalities and experiences that made up that eventful
night. And we also see how God acted in each one of their lives. We know their
stories, but they did not know the stories of each other at the time. Not one of them
had the full truth, for God had revealed a part of the story to each one separately. It is
only looking back that we can see how it all fit together. Mary knew that the child she
carried was the Son of the Most High, the angel told Joseph that he would save people
from their sins, the wise men knew that a King had been born, and the shepherds heard
the angel announce a Savior, a Messiah, the Lord. The innkeeper had no idea the part
he would play in offering his stable; other people on pilgrimage to register their
families didn’t know they were walking beside the Holy family. The humble animals
that night would later themselves become legendary for their part in the Christ event.

I’m glad there are so many characters in our celebration of Christmas. Because
they help to remind us that there is room for each one of us to fit in somewhere. Each
time we celebrate the birth of Christ, we might identify with someone else in the
nativity scene. Sometimes we are Mary and Joseph, acting as mothers and fathers who
treasure the miracle of a child and later find themselves grieving. Sometimes we are
angels, announcing good news to everyone we can, even those we don’t know. Some-
times we are shepherds, just going about our business until God interrupts our normal
paths. Sometimes we are wise men, looking for something we don’t fully understand.
Sometimes we are like the prophets, seeing things to come which others don’t see.
Sometimes we are most like the animals, just resting in the presence of the divine.

Where are you in the nativity scene this year? To each one of us God comes,
actually enters into our stories and asks us to play our part in bringing Jesus into the
world. Only by listening to each other will you learn how God is putting your stories
together at Heritage to bring Jesus to the world anew. Soon, my time as co-interim will
be over; January 1st is my last Sunday. I can’t wait to see how the story will
continue here. It is an important part of the Greatest Story Ever Told.

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You, Rev. Jessie MacMillan



ADULT ED

A GENERAL INVITATION

A sound faith involves not only the emotions and the will, but also and
especially the head. When all work together in response to God’s call, faith
provides the centering needed for a full and productive life. Will you consider
making room for some serious thinking about your faith, what it has to do
with your life, how it shapes our calendar in the West and what happened that
first Christmas? If so, do join us!

Nov. 27 -THE CHRISTIAN FUNERAL-PART I- Tom Boyer, instructor

This study explores the history of Christian funeral practices, modern
questions for our twenty-first-century context, and practical issues related to
funerals and memorial services. This study reminds us that funerals are
Significant. Taking time to think about them in a Christian community can be

both helpful and meaningful.
December 4 -THE CHRISTIAN FUNERAL-PART II

Moving further into discussion of planning for last things, this session will be
devoted to some actual, thoughtful planning. What would you like done at
your own funeral? Music? Eulogy? Family members speaking? Prayers?
Scripture? Poetry? This may be one of the more important things you’ll do, and
it provides a rich opportunity to witness to your faith!

December 11 -RECLAIMING CHRISTMAS-Diane Haberbusch, instructor
What has become of Christmas celebration and observance in your household
and community? This class will be devoted to some exploration and creative
ways you can make sure that the “Reason for the Season” is kept well in focus!

December 18 - WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT JESUS’ BIRTH?
A close and comparative look at the only New Testament accounts of Jesus’
miraculous birth. Differences? Similarities? Meaning for faith?

Dr. Mack Peel, instructor



UPCOMING EVENTS

Session meets in the Conference Room, Thursday, December 1, at 7:00 p.m.

Administrative Coordinating Group meets in the Conference Room, Monday,
December s, at 6:30 p.m.

Deacons meet in the Conference Room, Tuesday, December 6, at 6:30 p.m.

Food Pantry Set-Up & Distribution in Heritage Hall, Thursday,

December 8, at 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Christmas Party in Heritage Hall, Sunday,

December 11, at 4:00 p.m.

PW Women’s Study meets in the Conference Room, Tuesday,
December 13, at 9:30 a.m. Nancy Beauchamp will be the study leader,
Eileen Lindsay will lead devotions, and Joan Leckrone and Ethel Moyers
will be the hostesses.

Please submit newsletter information before Wednesday, December 14.

Book Group will not meet in December. We will meet on Tuesday, January 17,
at the home of Cathy Dickerson, so1 N. Woodhill, Amherst. We will discuss
Wednesday Letters by Jason F. Wright. Please RSVP at 988-4602.

Y-Christmas Party in Heritage Hall, Wednesday, December 21, at 11:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve play, The Greatest Story Ever Told,
Saturday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. & a traditional service at 10:00 p.m.
The church office will be closed Monday, December 26 through Friday,

December 30. The office will reopen Monday, January 2, 2012.
Merry Christmas!

Youth Group Lock-In in Heritage Hall, Saturday, December 31, at 8:00 p.m.
We will have breakfast at 9:30 a.m. on January 1, 2012.

HANGING OF THE GREENS

We will be decorating our sanctuary for the Christmas season during our

worship service on December 4. During this service we will not only be
putting up the decorations, but also learning the significance of the poinsettia,
advent wreath, Chrismon ornaments, and evergreens. Many traditional
Christmas carols will be sung. Our children, youth, and adults will be
participating in the special event. Please join us!
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Date: Sunday, 12/11/201
\ Place: Heritage Hall \
Time: 4pm - 7pm \ \
: ) Ticket Price ** 7 \

AV Adults: $12.00 {c}qe 13yrs & Up) A
]
/

\ Children: $5.00 {ages 4-12 yrs.}
7\ 3 yrs. & Under - FREE

** PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:

BETH POWERS =
THANK You! /
/]

MENU \

Appetizers (
Hovey fam, Chicfen Alfreds (
Fotato Ao Gratin, Mac n Cheese

5//‘0&&0//, Corm '
[ossed Salad w/ dressing

Rotls L bott=r Enferfammer!f

"‘Outback Ra y
beverages £ "“Friends”
Desser’s

Tickets Go On Sale N o ( \'
Nov. 20th after the
Worship Service

Any guestions?
Please Contact

LRPeth Pow. -
Dlnnq afe)(gg’ gé ; 42096 Z?Je7§§ Thank Youdant Cz’

ree FACe -~ AT DR _fOfSTUp /




Our Corher Children and Youth Minstry

CONFIRMATION CLASSES SPRING 2012

For information, contact Rebeca.

Thanksgiving Potluck

“Thank you” to everyone who came to the Thanks
of the youth who helped. A good time was had by all. Look for pictures of the event in the January
newsletter.

*Find us on Facebook: HPC Children and Youth Ministry Director
Email: rebeca_nieves@yahoo.com

K-8th Graders Hanging of the Greens Service-Dec. 4.

Kids Church at 10:30 a.m. Please bring children to the C. E. Wing before

A No kids® chur ch 10:15 a.m. After the children put their ornaments
Hanging of the Greens Service on the Chrismon Tree, they will be seated.

11-Secret Code Letter *“I
-Deuteronomy 5:20 Christmas Playfi December 24, at 5:00 p.m.
18-Secret Code Letter E The Greatest Story Ever Told

-Deuteronomy 5:21
25-No ki ds’' church
Merry Christmas!

Youth Group Meetings

Saturdays from 2:00 p.m.0d 3:30 p.m. in the
C. E. Wing. Don’t miss @

Jan.1 -Jesus versus Law of Moses & Prophets
-Matthew 5:7

We are currently studying the book of Daniel.
3- YG Meeting
10- YG Meeting

“ {/-\? 17-YG Meeting
Q = I\‘~ 24 & 31 — No YG meeting
'| \ ) ‘ r ‘) = 31-New Years Eve Lock-In at 8:00 p.m.
What is your New Year

Bible Class at 9:30 a.m.

4-Why is there evil in the world?
-Psalms 23, Proverbs 1, Romans 8, John 20

11-Why are we supposed to fear God when we are told to love Him?
-Deuteronomy 6:4-6, Psalm 19:7-10, Proverbs 14:27

18-Do Presbyterians have saints as some other churches do?
-John 1:10-13, 1 Corinthians 1:1-7, Ephesians 4:11-13

25- OFF, Merry Christmas!

Jan.1-New Year’' s Breakfast!! 9: 30 a. m.
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GIVING TREE

AChristmas “Giving Tree” to benefit thgdg
shelter, Lorain Genesis House, is displayed in the Gathering Area.

The ages of children in need are infants tol5 years old.

We are collecting unwrapped board games, card games,

socks and underwear. Genesis House will wrap and distribute the gifts.

Please bring your gift to the church or give to Dolores Hirst
no later than Sunday, December 11.

The deacons are asking that you open your hearts and help us

to make a Merry Christmas for these children. If you have any
questions, contact Dolores Hirst (277-6691).

“Thank you” for your generosity!

CHRISTMAS DINNERS CARING CARDS

In cooperation with the Deacons, Email Cheryl Poyle

Boy Scouts will take a spaghetti cpoyle@yahoo.com

dinner to some of our homebound if you know someone who would
members and friends. If you know benefit from a message of "caring."

someone who would like to receive a
dinner, please contact Dolores,

Rev. Peel (988-7238) or

Brian Gates (541-4333), no later than
Sunday, December 11.

Look for more information about our
outreach program.
Heritage Mission Commission

COMMUNION

Along with the pastor, deacons take Deacon's Llif@
communion to our homebound '

members & friends. 7

Contact Dolores Hirst if you know

anyone who would like to receive
communion.

/ \

e e C/»mrh has
g /ﬁ\) received a gift,
/ ' cmploy it for

one anaother,

3) as good stewards
e of God's varied

grace,

T a0 1 Peter 4:10
L>
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-Music Roem
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-Heritage Hall
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
2-Wendy Golski, Adam McDaniel
Steven Medve, Rob Trace, HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Addyson Wright
3-Noel Peel 1-Tom & Melinda Wood

3-Dave & Becky Bickel
10-Jowdy & Joy Johnson
19-John & Aiko Porter

4-Pam Peris

5-Carolyn Thorley

7-Cammie Loy

10-Ulla Beaton

11-Samuel Chevalier, Brian Gates

23-Kay & Cathy Dickerson
28-Bruce & Charlotte Burge

Iz—Lindsay Wood Ernie & Bernie Hisey

30-Jim & Sue Giancaterino

14-Marion Malone
18-Jadeyn Ramsey, Mike Timko

20-Chris Powers

23-Tommy Futo
26-Jennifer Vasu
27-Addisyn Doane

31-Wilfred Wood
4 SCRIPTURES & SERMONS

4-Rev. Jessica MacMillan
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12, Pew Bible page 1
S e r mMnéxpectedJourneysO

I1-Rev. Jessica MacMillan

Scriptures: Micah 5:2-5, Pew Bible Page 815 & Luke 1:46-506, Pew Bible page 53

S e r mAafduid Se@red

18-Rev. Malcolm Peel

Scriptures: Isaiah, Pew Bible page 627 & Matthew 3:1-12, Pew Bible page 2
Sermon: o0Sprucing Up for Christn

24-Christmas Eve-Rev. Jessica MacMillan

Scripture: Luke 2:1-20, Pew Bible page 54

S e r mhdktinas l\d)essageé

25-Rev. Malcolm Peel

Scriptures: Isaiah 35:1-10, Pew Bible page 623 & Matthew 11:2-11, Pew Bible page 10
Sermon: 0 A Wonder ful Lifeo(Thougl

January I, 2012 Rev. Jessica MacMillan

Scriptures: Ecclesiastes 3:1-10, Pew Bible page 581 &, Galatians 4:4-7, Pew Bible page 178
S e r mbhdaFullnes®of TimeO



THANK YOU!

“Thank You” to the Deacons for the special coffee hour that was held
on Veterans Day Sunday and for the special decorations that they provided.

“Thank You” to Steve Meyer and Larrie Young for cleaning the gutters!

“Thank You” to the Special Angel who brought the little palm inside
and for repotting it. The old pot is leaned and available for other plants!

“Thank You” to Beaann Norris for ... Well, the list is just too long to
fit all the items here! Just “Thank You”!

“Thank You” to Beth Powers for the editing and printing she did on the

pictures for the Veterans Day service!

“Thank You” to all who contributed to the Craft Show, including the
“Bean Machine,” the helpers, the cooks, and, especially, to Nancy Curci for
purchasing the signage!

“Thank You” to Avon Lake Presbyterian Church for the donations of
paper products for our Food Coop Pantry.

If you know of some group or someone to whom we should be saying

“Thank you,” please notify John Powers.

Enjoy a Meal. Help the Lorain County Food Co-Op Ministry
at Martino’s International Café

Fresents

N RT[\]”S Donate by Dining :  Present this ticket to
; r;—,\ N .*_\ J'_' ok E vyour server and

INTER! '\””'_EL_E.'JE. Come Taste a Touch :  20% of your sales will

of the World - Benefit the Ministry

Lorain Cooperative Ministry :

Tuesday. Dee Gth. 7Tam=-8pm
- I

MARTIN®’S

— INTERNATIONAL CAFE

4503 Liberty Ave-Vermi
DONATION PERCENTAGE EXCLUDES TAX AND TIP. E VB. e on
VALID ONLY DURING SPECIFIED HOURS. MUST PRE- E 440- 67-3463

SENT FLYER IN ORDER FOR ORGANIZATION TO RE-

CEIVE CREDIT FOR PURCHASE. FLYERS ARE NOT TO BE - DONATION PERCENTAGE
DISTRIBUTED WITHIN THE RESTAURANT OR WITHIN THE :DOES NOT INCLUDES TAX
PERIMETER OF THE PARKING LOT. DOING SO WILL AND TIP.

RESULT IN A VOIDED EVENT. :

20% of your sales will
benefit the Ministry



Heritage Presbyterian Church
P. O. Box 834, Amherst, OH 44001
Phone: 440-988-9409 Fax: 440-988-9400
www.heritagepc.org

SESSION:
Susan Callahan, elder Nancy Curci, elder
Jim Giancaterino, elder Anita Maiden, elder
Kelly Sagert, elder Sandra Hirst-Schoonmaker, elder
Ethel Moyers, clerk Rev. Malcolm Peel, moderator

FINANCE OFFICE:

James Gates, treasurer
Michael Ireland, business manager
Garnett Shockey, financial secretary

DEACONS:

Dolores Hirst, chairperson Brian Gates Nancy Maiden
Cheryl Poyle Judy Schiitz

Heritage Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 834, Amherst, OH 44001

Adult/Youth Education, 9:30a.m.
Adult/Youth Worship, 10:30 a.m.



