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CONSECRATION SUNDAY 
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James E. Smucker, Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

 

 My mother Mickey arrived at Port Columbus Airport on October 16 to visit her children, 

grandchildren and to celebrate her grandson Nathanõs wedding to Laura Dempsy.   

Southwest Airlines had a direct flight from Tampa and a great rate, round trip under $200.00. 

I met her at the gate, and we returned by car to Lorain County. 
 

 As we traveled, she remarked how blessed she felt to have us children.  She commented, 

òIõm no longer worried about myself, but I am concerned about you children,  your children,  

and their children.  Itõs not like it used to be.  The world has changed.ó    
 

 The dark clouds cloaking the October blue sky took on deeper meaning as she spoke.  

Still the reds, yellows, browns, and oranges with greens and yellow/greens brightened our  

conversation.  It had been several years since Mom had seen an Ohio autumn.   
 

 As we approached Mansfield, the trees brightened in a little dimple of a valley.  In this  

one spot the clouds had thinned, and the sun was beginning to shine through.  The trees were 

beginning to glow.   
 

 A few miles later the clouds opened just enough to showcase a ridge, or just a few hills on 

the left or right of the highway against dark gray clouds.  Each hill was unique.  One ridge was 

bright orange-red; another was mostly orange and yellow with a few dark green pine; yet another 

was bright yellow, yellow-green, with some trees still wearing bright summer green. 
 

 Near Ashland patches of blue sky began to appear.  About that time Mom turned to me 

and said, òThereõs still hope.ó 
 

 Flight from Tampa to Columbus... $200.00. 

 An afternoon ride with Mom in the countryé PRICELESS! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Jim Smucker 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

As Consecration Sunday approaches, consider focusing on the 

bright blessings from God.  Also, consider joining the Adult  

Sunday School Class, starting 9:00 a.m., November 2. We will be 

explore òThe Parables of Jesus: Portals to the Kingdom of God.ó   



P
E
W

S
  

SCRIPTURE READINGS & SERMON TITLES 

2- 

Scripture Reading, 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13, Luke 15:11-32 

Sermon Title, òPortals to the Kingdom: How Like a Fatheró 
 

9- 

Scripture Reading, Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon Title, òPortals to the Kingdom: On the Edgeó 
 

16-  

Scripture Reading, Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon Title, òPortals to the Kingdom: Investments in the Kingdomó 
 

23-Consecration Sunday 

Sermon Title, òPortfolio of the Heartó 
 

 

30- 

Scripture Reading, Mark 13:24-37 

Sermon Title, òPortals to the Kingdom: Weõre in Chargeó 

  
www.heritagepc.org ð See what events are on the church calendar. 

www.heritageblog.org ð Participate in church forums. 

events@heritagepc.org ð Add your event to the church calendar. 

We would like to thank everyone who has submitted stories to 

be featured in the Member Spotlight section. 
 

 We appreciate your stories and look forward to many more! 
 

If anyone would like to share a story with us,  

please see Barbara Brown or submit it to the church office. 

Can you spare one Sunday or two a year? 

We need people like you to be a part of our  

Sunday worship service.  

If you are able to help, please see Barbara Brown.  

Thank you! 
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Want a pew from Northminster?  

Some pews are available at no cost.  

Contact LaShawnda Lee at the church. 

http://www.heritagepc.org/
http://www.heritageblog.org/
mailto:events@heritagepc.org


           MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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I  have always heard the saying òGod works in  

wondrous ways,ó but was not sure it was true until the 

1990õs.  In 1991 Bruce and I got a call from our daughter 

informing us that she and her husband had decided to 

move to Ohio after five years in Florida where her  

husband had grown up.  Thus, Cindy, Jeff and  

nine-month-old Colleen Watkins came to live with us late 

that year.   
  

 They lived with us for six months while they  

secured jobs and bought a house. During the next two 

years our life was wonderful.  Our son and his wife had 

two more children, and our daughter and her husband 

had another child.  Our son and his family were with us 

more frequently because he and his sister had had a good 

relationship growing up and also because our daughter and our daughter-in-law were friends in high school 

and college.  There were more activities with the two families in which we were involved.  As a result, we  

developed a closer relationship with our daughter-in-law. 
 

 Early in 1993 my mother was experiencing repeated urinary tract infections and great disability due to 

a torn rotator cuff.  While searching for the cause of the infections, the doctor happened to find a tumor in 

her liver. Then after almost two months of searching, the doctors found the primary tumor in her lung and 

she was started on chemotherapy.  During all this time I spent six weeks in FL and came home after the 

chemo had been started.  Six weeks later, Mom called and informed me that the chemo was not working and 

she was discontinuing it.  However, she was very weak so I went to FL immediately and drove her up to OH 

to spend the summer with us.  During the summer I was able to convince the doctors that my motherõs very 

disabled condition was not due to the cancer, but was due to her torn rotator cuff, so they did surgery and 

repaired it.  Also, during the three months she was with us, she got to spend lots of time with her  

grandchildren and great grandchildren.  Her health greatly improved, she went home in September and  

resumed her very active life playing golf, bingo, cards and bowling for the next three years. 
 

 In October I went to Dayton, OH, where I was one of the Lorain County delegates to the Ohio 

Nurses Association Convention.  On October 12th I was in a meeting of the House of Delegates when I was 

approached by an ONA staff member who told me that I had a visitor in the lobby.  This sure confused me 

since I knew no one in Dayton.  However, when I arrived in the lobby, I discovered my husband and  

son-in-law, who had come to tell me that our son had died that morning.   
 

 Needless to say, this was a shock, especially since he was a very healthy individual.  However, he had 

had a cold and the autopsy showed he had some hypertension.  The coroner felt that the cold virus had  

entered the electrical system of his heart, causing fibrillation and death.  However, Bruce and I knew that he 

had also been taking Alka-Seltzer Plus. Several years later, this medication, along with many others, was taken 

off the market because it contained an ingredient that caused this kind of problem. 
 

 Jeffõs funeral was held at St. Anthony of Padua church, his wifeõs home church.  Rev. Jim Smucker 

shared the service with the priest.  Prior to Jeffõs, funeral Bruce and I had not attended Northminister 

Church in many years because of our hectic life as the kids were growing up. Rev. Smuckerõs support and the 

support of many members of Northminister, especially the Powers and the Lindsays, drew us back to the 

church where we have been active members ever since.  As the years have passed, the church has become 

our second family. 



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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A fter Jeffõs death our daughter-in-law, an elementary teacher with three children ages six, 

four and two, was able to keep functioning.  On July 1st, I retired from my job as had been 

planned and was then free to give her support.  Because Susan is one of six children who all live 

locally, I knew that we would have to reach out to her in some way to keep in touch with her and 

the grandchildren.   

 In October of that year Bruce and I babysat while she and some friends went to   

Las Vegas for the three-day holiday weekend.  During this time I searched my brain about how I 

could be of help to her.  Finally, I came up with an idea that I told her about upon her return ð I 

would do her washing and ironing one day a week.  On that day I would fix supper, Bruce would 

do odd jobs around the house and then we would babysit while Susan went shopping, to meetings 

or whatever.  She accepted my offer and we did this during the school year for the next six years. 
  
 Also, Susan became comfortable calling and asking for favors when she needed  

something.  As a result, Susan and the family have remained close, and we have taken trips to 

Alaska and Hawaii with them.  
 

 Shortly after our sonõs death, our son-in-law began looking for another job. I assisted him 

in writing and sending resumes, but he got no response to any inquiries.  During this time Bruce 

was overly depressed about Jeffõs death because Jeff had been groomed to take over the family 

business.   
  

 Our son-in-law, also Jeff, while going to college and becoming a CPA before moving to 

Ohio, had worked part-time in construction.  His step-father had started a business where Jeff  

was involved in adding a second floor to a house and with building a house from scratch. Bruce 

fretted about the family business and whether to close it upon his retirement or just what to do.  

Finally, after mulling over the facts, he decided to approach our son-in-law about coming into the 

business.   
  

 Our son-in-law decided to give it a try; and, as a result, is now running the business. As  

the saying goes, òGod works in wondrous ways.ó  My mom spent more than her usual one month 

Ohio visit with our family; we spent more time with our daughter-in-law after Cindy and family 

moved to Ohio; my planned retirement came at the right time so I could help Susan; our  

son-in-law Jeff was available to take our son Jeffõs place in the business; and last, but not least, the 

church became our second family.   
  

 Then, as Bruce and I were discussing plans for this document, we each were also  

Reviewing passages in two different Bibles for the Bible Study assignment.  Out of each Bible fell 

some old pieces of paper. One was a teacherõs evaluation of Jeff . The other was a copy of 

Bruceõs thoughts he had written down during the year after Jeffõs death.  We miss Jeff very much, 

but also believe life is for the living. We try our best to enjoy and appreciate what we have. 

 

Submitted by Charlotte Burge 

 



 

 GROUPS & CLUBS  

Book Group will meet on  

Tuesday, November 18, at the home of   

Kathleen Sayre, 6540 Foxtail Lane, Amherst. 

Please RSVP at 988-7519.  

90 Minutes in Heaven by Don Piper will be 

reviewed by Marian Wood .  
 

There will be no meeting in December. 

All are welcome to attend. Jere Boyer 

 
PW Womenõs Study Fellowship will meet in the  

Conference Room on Tuesday, November 11, at 9:30 a.m.  

We will study Lesson 3, Debts Are Forgiven, 

Daralyn Kniceley will be the study leader, Lorna Hudgens 

will lead devotions, Barbara Brown and Marilyn Bronson 

will be the hostesses. 

                   STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM 10-14 
 

Meetings are held on Mondays with dinner at 5:30 P.M.   

Group begins promptly at 6:00 p.m.  

and ends at 8:00 P.M.  
  

REGISTERATION IS REQUIRED. IF YOU HAVE  

ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT  

                     Sue Giancaterino @ 366-1106 ext. 21. 

Menõs Club will meet in the  

Conference Room, Saturday,  

November 1, at 9:30 a.m. 

                                                    Spaghetti Dinner 

                                           1st Lutheran Church, Lorain  

                                       Saturday, Nov. 1, 4:00ñ7:00 p.m. 
                                                        Food  Packing 

                                   Wednesday, November 12, at 8:30 a.m. 
                                                     Food Distribution 

Thursday, November 13, at 10:00 a.m. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sacred Music and Arts Series 
 

O n Saturday, November 1,  at 8 p.m., the first concert of the 2008-2009  

Heritage Community Sacred Music and Art Series will be held.  

òCandlelight Recital and Readingsó will feature members and friends of  

Heritage Presbyterian Church performing, either through singing, playing instruments or reading 

original poetry and prose. 
 

 The event will be held by candlelight in the old sanctuary, with tickets limited to 100. 

Tickets cost $6, with $5 going to the choir robe fund and $1 going towards the music and art  

series. 
 

 Tickets will be available before and after church, starting on September 28th. You can 

also reserve tickets by calling Melissa Kacsandi (522-9597) or Nancy Berman (244-0567).  
Please limit your calls to evening hours. 

  

 Refreshments will be served immediately following the musical performances and  

readings. Please invite your friends! 

Nov. 1st.ñPasta Dinner 

 Come and enjoy a pasta dinner on Saturday, November 1, 4:00-7:00 p.m.  

at First Lutheran Church, 6th & Washington, Lorain. Tickets are $7 and can be purchased from  

Joe or Eileen Lindsay. Proceeds benefit our food co-op program. Heritage hosts a Bake Sale at 

the dinner. If you wish to donate baked goods, see Eileen.  

Make an evening of it. After the dinner, attend the Candlelight Recital, at 8:00 p.m., at Heritage. 

Only 100 tickets are available. 

 

Nov. 22ndñHeritage One Tank Adventurersõ annual Ohio State-Michigan Football Party 

 Where: The home of Bruce & Charlotte Burge, 3032 W. Erie Ave., Lorain 

 Time: To be announced 
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Our 3rd Heritage Craft Fair will be held in our social hall on Saturday, 

November 15th, from 9 AM to 3 PM. We will need volunteers to run 

the craft show: cooks and servers in the kitchen, collectors of money at 

the entrance, people to sell at the craft tables, the soup table, and the 

cookie table. Eileen Lindsay (244-5909) will be in charge of the kitchen, 
  

 We will have two craft tables this year: a new Christmas Craft  

table and a general craft table. We would welcome any donations. 

Shirley McDonald, 967-1299, will be in charge of the craft tables.  

Crafts must be at the church by Friday, Nov. 14. 

 Nancy Berman, 244-0567, is in charge of the new cookie table. We are asking for a  

donation of one recipe of your favorite cookies, and these will be packaged to sell at $ 5.00 per 

pound. These will be packaged Friday, November 14 at 7:00 in the church kitchen. 

 We will have a sign-up sheet for workers and bakers in the gathering room in early  

November. All profits are going towards purchasing new chairs for the social hall. Direct and 

questions to the chairs of the committees or Nancy Curci, 960-1904. 

 



Abitibi Bowater Recycling Bin 
 

Recycle Paper  
 

And 
 

Help Heritage 
 

Raise Money 

HERITAGE RECYCLES 

 A bin similar to the one pictured above will soon be placed in the southeast corner of 

Heritageôs parking lot. Please help the environment by dumping your papers into the bin and 

help Heritage raise money at the same time. The bin will be picked up every two weeks, and, 

each month, Heritage will receive a check based on the amount of paper that is picked up. The 

more paper, the more per ton that we will make. 

 

All this and we are also saving the environment. 

 

See the lists below for what can and cannot be put into the Paper  

Recycling Bin. 
 

Please see John Powers if you have any questions! 

What They Can Take 
 

Newspapers 

Magazines & Catalogs 

General Office Paper 

Junk Mail & Envelopes 

Self-Stick Notes 

Computer Paper 

Posters & Folders 

Fax Paper 

What They CANNOT Take 
 

Laminated Paper 

Food Containers 

Milk Cartons 

Plastic of Any Kind 

MetalðGlass 

CardboardðChipboard 

Phone Books 

Hardbound Textbooks 
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Saturday, January 24, 2009!  

 

              There will be a Special Event in Heritage Hall that night including entertainment and  

dinner. You wonõt want to miss this! Additional information will appear in the 

December newsletter. 



  The Landscape Team has great news!  The drawing for the 

 Memorial Garden is here! 
 

     The drawing is from the award-winning Brian-Kyles Construction.  

 A full-size copy is near the Memorial Garden door.  The drawing depicts 

landscaping in the front of the church as well as in the Memorial Garden.   
 

The landscaping will create a tranquil area that softens and enhances the 

building but does not hide it.  Some elements featured in the Social Hall area, such as boxwoods, 

burning bushes, and roses, will also appear out front and in the Memorial Garden to provide  

continuity and flow.  Other elements will be distinct to the front/Memorial Garden, such as  

flowering cherries, fragrant pines, and colorful annual beds.  A fountain, located next to the stone 

column, will add the soothing sound of trickling water. 
 

 The estimated cost of front/Memorial Garden landscaping is $15,000 to $20,000.  The 

cost of this project is higher than the Heritage Hall garden because the soil out front is very poorñ

hard clayñand will require extensive prep work.  Also, ground lighting there will require the in-

stallation of a special barrier to protect it from grass clippings and mulch.  The fountain will be 

priced and installed separately. 
 

 Donations for the Memorial Garden will be gratefully accepted.  Thus far, we have 

$6,000.  The Landscape Team plans to recognize donors in a Memorial Book (no amounts 

specified).  If making a donation in memory of a loved one, please indicate this with a note or by 

using the form below. 

 

With deepest of thanks, 

Landscape Team 
 

MEMORIAL GARDEN 

 
HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES YOUR  

DONATION TO THE MEMORIAL GARDEN  

 

 
IN MEMORY OF  
 
 
FROM  
 
 
DATED  
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T he Landscape Team will soon install improved signs on church property. This is the first 

step being taken to address  security issues at Heritage. It is very important that you know what  

events have occurred that created concern for the church and our Rock Creek neighbors. 
 

In the past, before the new additions were built, an employee was threatened by a man who came 

to the door demanding money, and a break-in was later attempted.  During construction of the 

new additions, someone brazenly drove into the Memorial Garden and stole a pallet of landscape 

pavers. 
 

Presently, there is on-going vandalism of church landscaping.  All birdhouses were knocked off 

the split rail fence along the retention pond.  A rain gage, reflectors, and childõs basketball hoop 

were found pulled apart and the pieces scattered.  Barberry bushes in the Heritage Hall area have 

been stomped on or damaged by bicyclists using the mounds as moguls.  The retention pond is 

often the site of foolishness.  The police have been notified and patrols stepped up. 
 

Beer bottles/cans and liquor bottles are found regularly on church grounds. Drug paraphernalia 

and personal products have also been found.  At a forum held with our Rock Creek neighbors, 

participants said the parking lot is used for drinking parties at night.  They find bottles, cans, and 

òunmentionablesó thrown on their property.  They see transients pull in the parking lot 

during the wee hours of the morning and stay there for hours.  They have made multiple calls to 

the police about this activity.  The dumpster has also been used for trash that clearly is not from 

the church. 
 

Speeding through the parking lot is a serious problem. Several members of Heritage have had 

close calls, and this issue deeply concerns our Rock Creek neighbors as well. 
 

In addition to improved signs, the following actions are being taken. 
 

 --Non-functioning lighting is being repaired, and the timing of lighting is being reviewed. 
 

 --Telephone cables are being tied up and raised.  Information has been obtained about  

protective cages for air conditioners. 
 

 --The most vulnerable area of the church is the side facing the I-90 wire fence.  The state 

mowed closely to the fence this year. The Landscape Team cleaned this area out even more to 

improve visibility from the road. 
 

 --If the new signs fail as a deterrent, quotes have been obtained for other options such as a 

back gate, surveillance cameras, and intrusion alarms, are being explored 

 

Heritage has much invested in its buildings and grounds.  More importantly, Heritageõs  

employees, congregation, visitors, and neighbors depend on us to make security a priority.   

We cannot assume that because Heritage is a church, its property will be respected.  Evidence 

exists that it is not.  We ask, therefore, for your support as we work toward a security system that 

balances the ideals of a church with the often harsh realities of this world. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Landscape Team 

HERITAGE SECURITY 
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1ñMike & Melissa Folley 

2ñJames & Pam Peris 

8ñJohn & Lynn Rhoades,  

        David & Robin Wood, 

 Gary & Yvonne Schafer 

10ñGeorge & Dolores Hirst 

12ñRobert & Judi Buford 

14ñRick & Laura Bobek 

16ñBarry & Deanna Kniceley 

20ñDan & Wendy Deidrick 

1ñDarlene Muriello 

2ñBarb Pelton 

3ñNancy Curci 

5ñKen Moyers 

8ñChristopher Smith 

9ñBrian Burge, Fritz Dotzlaf 

10ñKim McDaniels 

11ñFred Marcaly 

12ñRich Ramsey,  John Mamrak 

13ñCarol Gates, Margaret Peer 

14ñMelanie Abshire, Niki Dull 

16ñBarbara Shauck, Lisa Curci 

20ñBob McDonald, Melinda Wood, 

 Lillian McKenna 

22ñGaye Enright 

25ñJanet Tyler 

27ñPearl Heilman, Heather Trakas 

30ñDon Dorn, Daralyn Kniceley, 

 Dale Gray 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

1ñAll Saintsõ Day 

2ñDaylight Savings Time Ends 

4ñElection Day 

11ñVeteransõ Day 

23ñBible Sunday 

23-30ñNational Bible Week 

27ñThanksgiving 

30ñFirst Sunday of Advent 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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                  WITH HEARTFELT THANKS  
 

 We cannot find the proper words to express how thankful we 

are for everyoneõs support during our time of need, the loss of our 

Son and Brother, Seth Maiden. 

 To Pastor Jim Smucker, thank you for being there, knowing 

what to do, what meaningful words to give, and showing us the way  

                                                  to cope with our loss. 

 To Rick Fortney, thank you for sharing your beautiful talents with us by your solos as well as 

getting all the choirs together for a wonderful tribute to Seth. 

 To The Choirs, both Vocal and Bells, thank you for taking time from your busy lives to be 

with us to celebrate Sethõs life. 

 To The Session and Deacons, thank you for the support you have given our family. 

 To those that were Pall Bearers and Honorary Pall Bearers, thank you for your assistance. 

 To Kelley Sagert, for your wonderful tribute that you wrote and read at the service. 

 To Beth Powers, thank you for the wonderful Photo Collogue that was on display. 

 To The Church Women who supplied food for the reception as well as at the house, a huge 

Thank You for everything. 

 To Members and Friends of Heritage Church, thank you for your love, support, cards and 

kind words that you have expressed during this time.  Also thank you for supporting Sethõs  

Memorial, the Choir Robe Fund.  As you know, Seth was trying the establish this fund before he left 

us.  We are all overwhelmed by the kindness that has been shown to us.  We know that you have 

kept us in your thoughts and prayers and hope you will continue to do so.  It really does help.   
 

In Christian Love, 

Dave, Nancy, Anita and Norman Maiden 
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Kidsõ Pages 

2ñBrandon Ramsey, Franz Flickinger  

5ñJustin Goode  

7ñBrittany Curtis  

8ñMiles Nicholson  

9ñColin Wright, Jr.  

12ñAlexis Powers  

13ñEmily Buckley 

15ñTroy Johnson  

17ñSavannah Deidrick  

20ñAlec Miller  

30ñMark Rivenburg  



 

Heritage Presbyterian Church  

Box 834, Amherst, OH  44001  

Phone:  440 -988-9409 

Fax:  440 -988-9400 

WWW.HERITAGEPC.ORG  
 

SESSION  

Clerk of Session, Marian Wood  

Moderator, Rev, James Smucker  

Trustee Chair, John Powers  

Treasurer, James Gates  

Financial Secretary, Garnett 

Shockey  
 

ELDERS  

Mike Bailey  

Becky Bickel  

Diane Medve  

Bill Molina  

Heritage Presbyterian Church  

PO Box 834, Amherst, OH  44001  

Worship, 10:30 a.m.  


