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T wo events occurred in Lynn Bondurant’s life 

when he was 12 years old that changed his life  

forever.  The first was when he joined the church 

and began his journey with Christ.  The second  

occurred on the night of September 24
th
 when he 

saw his first eclipse of the Moon.   
 

 For the past 50 plus years Lynn has  

remained very active in his church work.  He has 

been a Sunday school teacher, junior high youth 

advisor, twice served as a Presbyterian elder, was a 

member of Mission Council, served as chair for 

the Presbytery’s Partnership in Christ Campaign,  

 In 2008 Lynn was the recipient of the Daniel W. Martin Science as a 

Christian Vocation Award from the Presbyterian Association on Science,  

Technology, and the Christian Faith.  He and his wife Kay are members of  

John Knox in North Olmsted. 
  

 Lynn’s love of the study of space eventually led him to work at NASA.  

He has worked at the Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland and the Glenn 

Research Center here in Cleveland.  Lynn also helped to create the National Air 

and Space Museum in Washington D.C.  Following the Challenger accident 

Lynn was on loan from NASA to help the families of the Challenger astronauts 

create the Challenger Center for Space Science Education.  Lynn retired from 

NASA in 1999 but has remained active in doing many aerospace educational 

programs. 
  

 During his illustrated presentation Lynn will take us on his faith journey 

that touches the stars. 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

WORSHIP AT 10:30 A.M.,OCTOBER 5, 2008 

CONGREGATIONAL DINNER FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. 

and in 2006 served as Moderator of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve.   
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James E. Smucker, Pastor 

The Dance of Southwest Flight 3227 
 As Southwest Flight 3227 took off from Tampa International Airport on August 8 at 8:15 p.m. 

I glanced out my window viewing a mildly interesting sunset.  It was framed in gray clouds and a few 

cumulus clouds were silhouetted near the horizon.  The whole sunset seemed far away, as if looking 

through a gray cavern. 

 

 Gaining altitude the cumulus clouds receded and the colors intensified.  As we ascended, I 

wondered, could we catch a glimpse of the descending sun?  No.  

 

 Going through the first layer of clouds I considered the show over.  To my surprise coming out  

of the clouds we were greeted by the sunset, sandwiched between two layers of clouds.  The silhouetted 

cumulus clouds had vanished and the colors in the sky brightened even more sending light back toward 

us through the gray cavern. 

 

 Climbing through the second layer of clouds I wondered what would happen next?  Emerging 

from the clouds we were greeted by an orange red band that traveled the horizon lighting feather like 

clouds over the Gulf of Mexico.  Jets flying closer to Sun were painting the sky with their contrails.   

Over my shoulder I could see the sole bright evening star (Venus) shining in a sky that was changing 

from topaz blue to deep dark blues and purples.  

 

 What more could happen?  Flying at 39,000 feet Southwest Flight 3227 was invited to dance 

with creation. To our front on the left was our first and possibly closest partner, a thunderstorm cloud 

that topped out around our height.  She had a lot of energy and spark.  Her beauty was displayed 

by flashing inner lights.  As we slid around her left side her gown was illumined by a pearl, translucent 

light. Somehow the edge of the sunset was reflecting its light back on the north side of her gown.  We 

danced with two or three other energetic partners gaining altitude to 41,000 feet.  

 

 Approaching Columbus the evening star tired and began to drop below the horizon.  As it left 

the dance floor it glowed red, blinking on and off through the lower atmosphere as it said goodnight. 

  

 As we twisted and turned making our approach to land the evening moon joined us for the last 

dance moving under the cowling of the engine and around the tip of the wing.  We were whirling and 

twirling around the moon as we prepared to land. 

  

 Just before landing I looked down to earth and saw a fireworks display celebrating who knows 

what.  This was not an amateur production.  Looking down the multiple bursts of the grand finale 

seemed small and blended in with city lights.  However, an observer on earth looking up would have 

been awed by the display. 
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http://heritageblog.org/2008/08/09/the-dance-of-southwestern-flight-3227/


SCRIPTURE READINGS & SERMON TITLES 

5-World Communion Sunday—Guest Speaker Mr. Lynn Bondurant 

Scripture Reading,  Psalms 19:1-4, Romans 1:20 

Sermon Title, ―Immortal Invisible God Only Wise‖ 
 

12- 

Scripture Reading, I Corinthians  13 

Sermon Title, ―Discerning A More Excellent Way‖ 
 

 

19-  

Scripture Reading, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 & Matthew 22:15-22 

Sermon Title,  ―Amazing!‖ 

 

26- 

Scripture Reading, 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 & Matthew 22:34-46 

Sermon Title, ―What Is Pleasing to God?‖ 

  

www.heritagepc.org – See what events are on the church calendar. 

www.heritageblog.org – Participate in church forums. 

events@heritagepc.org – Add your event to the church calendar. 

We would like to thank everyone who has submitted stories to 

be featured in the Member Spotlight section. 

 We appreciate your stories and look forward to many more! 
 

If anyone would like to share a story with us,  

please see Barbara Brown or submit it to the church office. 

We are in need of people to lead Sunday services.  

If you can help, please see Barbara Brown.  

Thank you! 
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Want a pew from Northminster?  

Some pews are available at no cost.  

Contact LaShawnda Lee at the church. 

PEWS FROM NORTHMINSTER 

http://www.heritagepc.org/
http://www.heritageblog.org/
mailto:events@heritagepc.org


 

The Story of a Heritage Presbyterian Church 

Member 
 

 Nearly 16 years ago, the Isenberg family shared this 
story with the members of what was then  

Northminster Presbyterian Church. 
The members of our church played an important role  

in what happened. 
 

F ive minutes! How could I possibly decide the fate 

of my newborn son in just five minutes? 
 

 The whole day had been a blur. Exhausted from delivering a seven-pound, fifteen-ounce baby 

boy, I was dazed ever since I’d learned that he was not the healthy baby I had expected to have. My 

husband Jeff and I quickly chose a name for our child; the Catholic hospital we delivered in had  

insisted on baptizing him before transferring him to Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital. The 

words ―in case he doesn’t make it‖ hung silently in the air. 
 

 Soon, the doctor at Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital was patiently explaining to  

us that Doug suffered from Patent Ductus Arteriosis or PDA. Blood that should travel through his 

lungs went directly to his heart. This is how a fetus breathes in the utero, but when Doug was born, 

the natural lung maturation didn’t take place. Doug, three weeks premature, believed that  

I was still breathing for him. 
 

 Doug also suffered from Respiratory Distress Syndrome or RDS. He turned blue several 

times in his first twenty-four hours of life and his lungs worked harder and harder with each breath.  

A typical infant breathes 40 times a minute, while Doug was already taking in 120 short breaths each 

minute. Even with all the technology available, these babies often do not survive. The combination  

of PDA and RDS was deadly. 
 

 The pediatric doctor needed to know within five minutes if we would allow Doug to  

participate in a study involving a new, untried method of treatment-and we didn’t know what to do. 

Luckily, our minister showed up then to help us pray and decide. This was the first of many things 

that our friends at Northminster did to help us through this difficult time. We decided to participate 

in the study and Doug was assigned to the aggressive treatment method currently used in the United 

States. 
 

 Most people didn’t even mention Doug’s birth to me. Because he was so ill, people acted as 

though he didn’t exist. On the first Sunday after his birth, though, our friends at Northminster placed 

a single red rose in our sanctuary, celebrating and validating his life. 
 

 Doug lived on a respirator with IVs attached to his arms, feet and head. Extremely  

sensitive to any outside stimuli, a washcloth continually covered his eyes and plugs blocked all sound 

from his ears. He was medicated to the point of total paralysis, as any movement would cause him to 

go into a crisis state. The doctor told me that Doug’s heart be faster whenever I was near him, so he 

somehow was recognizing me. Forbidden to touch him or even talk to him, as he might recognize our 

voices, we relied on all the prayers of Northminster. 

 
 

           MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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D oug couldn’t even eat intravenously, because he needed every ounce of strength just to 

breathe. His blood gasses were tested every half hour with an umbilical catheter and he was on 

blood thinner, plus morphine to fight the pain. Doug became extremely bloated and he  

developed pneumonia. He was jaundiced and loaded with dangerous medications, which could 

cause blindness, deafness or kidney failure in such a young child. 
 

 Doug required blood transfusions and the only one in our family who had his blood 

type was my sister. She was 9 months pregnant and anemic, so she wasn’t allowed to donate.  

Several people from Northminster, though, volunteered to donate as much blood as needed. 
 

 Calls flooded our family’s home and cards were sent by church members. We needed 

every bit of encouragement, too, because Doug wasn’t responding to treatment. A nurse who 

belonged to our church kept us to date on medical information on PDA and RDS, which also 

helped. Not knowing information can be very frightening. The next time I saw Doug’s doctor, 

his face was grim. ―I wish I could smile when I see you,‖ he said, ―but I can’t.‖ Unfortunately, 

their best efforts weren’t working. 
 

  After much deliberation and prayer, Doug was then switched to the experimental  

treatment.  
 

 Instead of the aggressive method they were using, Doug was gently encouraged to 

breathe. By this point, I felt as though Doug’s chances were slipping away and I was afraid to 

even hope. But, under the care of seven qualified doctors and excellent twenty-four-hour  

nursing care, Doug started to improve! 
 

 We still experienced many setbacks. Doug developed blood clots that traveled to his 

heart and kidneys and he had very high blood pressure. Nevertheless, we begun to have hope 

and the doctor was encouraging us to hang on and keep believing. ―Don’t give up now,‖ the 

doctor now told us, ―Doug is going to make it.‖ 
 

 Member of Northminster began calling Doug ―our Doug‖ and we didn’t feel as alone 

during his struggle-and, on the exact day that Doug was due to be born, he began breathing on 

his own! That day, his doctor literally yelled, ―I’m smiling!‖ 
 

 Doug recovered from the pneumonia with no side effects from the medicine. His liver 

and kidneys function normally and the PDA resolved itself through maturation. Doug  

remained on blood pressure medicine, but the doctor explained that he was now over the 

mountain–he just needed to get over a few more hills. 
 

 He was weaned off the respirator and morphine, slowly but successfully, and it was time 

to meet with his doctor again. I’d had my hopes dashed so many times during this past month 

that I didn’t really comprehend what the doctor was saying to us. He was smiling as he said, ―I 

don’t think you understand me. I’m wondering what Doug will be wearing home today…‖ 
 

 
  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

 5 



 

 GROUPS & CLUBS  

Book Group will meet on  

Tuesday, October 21, at the home of   

DeLores Bayne,  2263 S. Jefferson Blvd., 

Lorain. Please RSVP at 288-8521. 

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen will be 

reviewed by Marilyn Bronson.  
 

All are welcome to attend. Jere Boyer 

 

PW Women’s Study Fellowship will meet in the  

Conference Room on Tuesday, October 14, at 9:30 a.m.  

We will study Lesson 2, The Poor Hear Good News. 

Marian Wood will be the study leader, Daralyn Kniceley 

will lead devotions, Ruth Rohlke & Daralyn Kniceley 

will be the hostesses. 

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES PROGRAM 10-14 
 

Meetings are held on Mondays with dinner at 5:30 P.M.   

Group begins on October 27, promptly at 6:00 p.m.  

and ends at 8:00 P.M.  
  

REGISTERATION IS REQUIRED. IF YOU HAVE  

ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT  

Sue Giancaterino @ 366-1106 ext. 21. 

Men’s Club will meet in the  

Conference Room on  

Saturday, October 4, at 9:30 a.m. 

Food packing 

Wednesday, October 8, at 8:30 a.m. 
Food distribution 

Thursday, October 9, at 10:00 a.m. 
Emergency distribution 

Thursday, October 23, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Food Program Fall Fundraisers 

Oct. 4--Surf/Turf at 1st Congregational Church in Lorain 

Nov. 1--Spaghetti dinner at 1st Lutheran Church in Lorain 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 THE DISTINCTIVE IMAGES OF CHRIST PAINTED BY THE FOUR EVANGELISTS  

 - A SPECIAL, FIVE-PART BIBLE STUDY SERIES OFFERED 

SEPT. 21– NOV. 2, 2008  

AT HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 
 

 (Instructor: Dr. Malcolm Peel,  

Former Wallace M. Alston Professor of Bible at Agnes Scott College / Atlanta, Georgia) 
 

  During five Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 10:00 A.M., Dr. Peel will lead a study of the 

unique ―Portraits of the Master,‖ of Christ, as painted in their Gospels by the Four Evangelists 

(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John).   The study will take up such issues as what is a New Testament 

"Gospel," why four were written, how -  literarily - they are related to one another, and what  

distinctive images of Jesus are presented by the Evangelists as authors and theologians.  We 

shall also ponder why the Early Church insisted that only these four Gospels be kept in the  

New Testament canon, resisting all attempts to weave them into one or to add still other gospels 

which were circulating.  Syllabi and take-home study questions will enhance learning. 
  

 Above all, this study will offer insight into the minds and hearts of the earliest  Christians 

as they sought to answer Jesus' pivotal question to his disciples: "Who do you say that I am?"  

Participants will be encouraged to reflect profoundly on how this variety of Christ images both 

enrich and challenge our own faith.   
 

 AN OUTLINE OF THE SESSIONS 
 

First Session:           (Sept. 21  )     -- ―Gospels: Their Origin, Purpose, Relationship,  

                                       Uniqueness, and Importance‖   

Second Session: (Sept. 28  )     -- ―Mark: The Christ of Crisis‖ 

Third Session: (October 12)  --  "Matthew: The New Moses for a New Israel" 

Fourth Session: (October 19)  -- "Luke: The Man for Others in the Middle of Time" 

Fifth Session: (Nov. 2)         -- "John: The Word of God made Flesh"  

 

              There will be a Special Event in Heritage Hall that night including entertainment  

and dinner. You won’t want to miss this! Additional Information will appear in the December 

Newsletter. 

Saturday, January 24, 2009!  

 

"PORTRAITS OF THE MASTER" 
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12-Roger & Lauren Welling 

14-Clay & Kathy Sterna 

22-Gary & Pat Garner 

27-Bill & Gaye Enright 

1- Daniel Moody, Alex Visnyai 

2-David Bickel, Gay McDonald 

4-Ruth Lucas 

5-Daniel Gray, Barry Kniceley, 

 Ethel Moyers 

9-Stephanie Beaton, Deanna Kniceley, 

 Maureen Meyer 

10-Steven Medve, Larrie Young 

13-Dick Heilman 

14-Tracy Isenberg, Larry Thorley 

16-Kevin VanderToorn 

17-Nancy Maiden 

19-Christy Wood 

20-Susan Callahan, Kathi Donatucci 

22-Dale Thorley 

24-Geoff Hayes 

25-Dolores Chevalier 

26-Brenda Hudson 

27-Ernie Hisey 

28-Donna Lydick 

 

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

5-World Communion Sunday/Peacemaking Offering  

13-Columbus Day 

26-Reformation Sunday 

31-Reformation Day 

 
Mr. & Mrs. John Powers  & their family 

John’s mother, Blanche Powers,  joined the  

Church Triumphant on September 6, 2008. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Put this on your memo board. 

 
 

Mark your calendars for a very special program!  
 

 

On Saturday, November 1,  at 8 p.m., the first concert of the 2008-2009  

Heritage Community Sacred Music and Art Series will be held. Named 

―Candlelight Recital and Readings,‖ members and friends of Heritage Presbyterian Church will 

be performing, either through singing, playing instruments or reading original poetry and prose. 
 

 The event will be held by candlelight in the old sanctuary, with tickets limited to 100. 

Tickets cost $6, with $5 going to the choir robe fundraiser and $1 going towards putting on the 

music and art series. 
 

 Tickets will be available before and after church, starting on September 28th. You can 

also reserve tickets by calling Melissa Kacsandi (522-9597) or Nancy Berman (244-0567).  
Please limit your calls to evening hours. 

  

 Refreshments will be served immediately following the musical performances and  

readings. Please invite your friends! 

Oct. 4th—Steak & Shrimp Dinner 

 Where: 1st Congregational Church, 4th & Washington Ave., Lorain 

 Cost: $8.75 per person. Tickets must be purchased in advance. See Joe Lindsay 

 Proceeds go to the food co-cp program 

 
 

 

 

Oct. 5th—World Communion Sunday 

 Guest: Lynn Bondurant– Lynn will take us on his faith journey that touches the stars. 

 potluck will follow worship 

 

 
 

 

Nov. 1st.—Pasta Dinner 

 Where: First Lutheran Church, 6th & Washington Ave., Lorain 

 Tickets: See Joe Lindsay or purchase at door. 

 Proceeds go to the food co-op program 

 
 

Nov. 15th—Heritage Craft Fair 

 Where: Heritage Hall 

 We need crafts donated for the church Christmas and craft tables. We will sell bean  

 soup mix and have a bake sale. A lot of help is needed. 

 Proceeds go to Heritage Hall Fund for chairs. 

 

 

Nov. 22nd—Heritage One Tank Adventurers’ annual Ohio State-Michigan Football Party 

 Where: The home of Bruce & Charlotte Burge, 3032 W. Erie Ave., Lorain 

 Details will follow. 
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                                  Saturday, November 15, 2008. 
 We are looking for one or two persons to be in charge of the food 

in the kitchen, which would be serving a breakfast of coffee and sweet rolls 

or doughnuts, and a light lunch. There would be additional people helping. 

 Nanci Berman will head a new committee that will make up 1 

pound packages of donated home baked cookies.  We will also be making 

and selling the popular Heritage 8-Bean Soup Mix. Beans can be donated for this mix in  the 

"Bean Box" in the Gathering Area. 

 We are having a new Christmas Craft table, along with a general  craft table. Pat Young 

and Shirley McDonald are again in charge.  Any craft donations from the congregation will be 

welcomed. 

 In early November we will be asking for volunteers for specific jobs and time slots. 

All our profits will be put towards the fund for purchasing new chairs for Heritage Hall.  

Please call Nancy Curci at 960-1904, if you are able to help. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

First Annual Seth Maiden Nature Walk 

 Seth Maiden, who passed away on August 16, 2008, greatly  

enjoyed going on nature walks with his friends at Heritage Presbyterian 

Church. Because of this, we have decided to hold a nature walk in his 

memory at the French Creek Reservation in Sheffield Lake on  

Saturday, October 19, at 2 p.m.  
 We invite everyone to participate in the walk, which can be done 

at your own pace and has no distance requirement. The intention of this 

walk is to enjoy God’s natural world, to spend times with friends – and to remember Seth.  

Bill Molina will be sharing information about the plant and animal life that we see on our walk. 

 

 If you cannot walk with us but wish to participate, consider making a donation to our 

choir robe fund in memory of Seth Maiden. If you have any questions, please call  

Tracy Isenberg (245-5075) or Kelly Sagert (245-0169).  

 

       

 

 

                                     Name 

                                      

                                              I would like to donate $                     in honor of Seth Maiden, as  

                                     part of  the First Annual Seth Maiden Nature Walk. These funds will  

                                     go to our choir robe fund.   

 

3rd annual Heritage Craft Fair   
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Kids’ Pages 

 
 

3-Kevin Knobbe 

4-Alyssa Strauser 

10-Kasey Kalb 

14-Caitlin Knobbe 

16-Frankie Trentadue 

24-Chase Heyman 

25-Courtney Schroeder,  

 Cassandra Sirb, Kimberly Sirb 
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Heritage Presbyterian Church 

Box 834, Amherst, OH  44001 

Phone:  440-988-9409 

Fax:  440-988-9400 

WWW.HERITAGEPC.ORG 
 

SESSION 

Clerk of Session, Marian Wood 

Moderator, Rev, James Smucker 

Trustee Chair, John Powers 

Treasurer, James Gates 

Financial Secretary, Garnett Shockey 
 

 

ELDERS  

Mike Bailey 

Becky Bickel 

Diane Medve 

Bill Molina 

John Powers 

 

 

 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 834, Amherst, OH  44001 

Worship, 10:30 a.m. 


